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Tiivistelmä-Referat-Abstract
The break-up of Yugoslavia in the 1990s resulted in a substantial movement of population within, into and out of the Republic of Croatia.
Among these movements between 300,000 and 350,000 Croatian Serbs left their homes in Croatia during the years 1991-1995. The return of
these refugees continues to be controversial for Croatia even over ten years after the end of the wars in Croatia and Bosnia.
This study evaluates the success of return process of Croatian Serb refugees as well as the main impediments hampering this return. It becomes
clear that the return of Serb refugees has not been a success.
Key reasons obstructing the return have been lack of security, discriminatory domestic legislation and its application as well as difficulties in
housing related issues. One can conclude that the Croatian authorities have not been willing to fully facilitate the return of Croatian Serbs.
Apparent failure of domestic and international efforts to promote the return of refugees and displaced persons has left the displacement of
Croatian Serb minority largely in place.
Judging by the actions of the Croatian authorities it can be deduced that only a resolute response from the international community could have
opened a way for successful minority return. For the most part such resoluteness has been missing.
Main sources pertaining to this study come about the work of international organisations that have had an extensive field presence in all relevant
areas of Croatia for years, namely European Union Monitoring Mission (EUMM) and Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe
(OSCE). Reporting of these organizations is supplemented to the achievements of various other international actors as well as reports and
programs of the Croatian authorities.
The time period observed reaches from 1995 to late 2003.
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